Highlights Week of: April 09, 2018

obin K -8 School

40 Smith Street, Roxbury MA 02120
617.635.8393 (t) | 617-635-7900 (f)
Web - http://tobink8.org | Twitter @tobink8

Quote s of Note:

@ach member of a team contributes to the overall identity of the team and
influences the way the team operates. Effective teamwork, whether amid
diversity or homogeneity, requires effective communication: making space
for the contribution of others and shifting behavior to meet others at their
view of the world.O ~ Linda Ernst Melissa Smith

I "Where ever you find yourself and in whatever circumstances, give an
impeccable performance. " ~ Epictetus

af | have the belief that | can do it, | shall surely acquire the capacity to do
it even if | may not have it at the beginningO ~ Mahatma Gandhi

"We must love them both, those whose opinions we share and those
whose opinions we reject, for both have labored in the search for truth, and
both have helped us in finding it" ~ Thomas Aquinas

"We cannot seek achievement for ourselves and forget about progress and
prosperity for our community... Our ambitions must be broad enough to
include the aspirations and needs of others, for their sakes and for our
own" ~ Cesar Chavez

"Happiness does not come from doing easy work but from the afterglow of
satisfaction that comes after the achievement of a difficult task that
demanded our best" ~ Theodore Isaac Rubin

af we are going to achieve excellence in big things, we develop the habit in
little matters. Excellence is not an exception, it is a prevailing attitudeO ~
Colin Powell

Uell me and 10l forget; show me and | may remember; involve me and [o]]
understand. A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single stepO ~
Chinese Proverb

"Greatness is not in where we stand, but in what direction we are moving.
We must sail sometimes with the wind and sometimes against it - but sail
we must and not drift, nor lie at anchorO ~ Oliver Wendell Holmes

ax is the set of the sails not the frenzy of the gail that results in greatness.
Teamwork divides the task and multiplies the successO ~Unknown

Upcoming Dates:

* April 9, 2018

MCAS ELA Testing Session 1:
Grade 3 (PBT) and 4 (CBT)

* April 10, 2018

MCAS ELA Testing Session 2:
Grade 3 (PBT) and 4 (CBT)

* April 11, 2018

Team PD, 8am

* April 11, 2018

MCAS ELA Testing Session 1:
Grade 5, 7 and 8 (CBT)

Grade 6 (PBT)

* April 11, 2018

BTU Membership Meeting, 4:30pm

* April 12, 2018

School Site Council, 8am

* April 12, 2018

MCAS ELA Testing Session 2:
Grade 5, 7 and 8 (CBT)

Grade 6 (PBT)

* April 13, 2018

The Seussification of Romeo &
Juliet, Auditorium, 12-1:30pm

* April 13, 2018

Staff vs. Students Basketball
Game, 2pm
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¥ MCAS Plan and Logistics for CBT/PBT Testing, Spring 2018:

We are confident in our overall plan and preparedness for MCAS Spring 2018 test administration for both CBT
and PBT assessments. We have outlined salient points below for Grades 3-8 ELA Session 1 and Session 2
below:

1. MCAS Schedule, Spring 2018
https://tobink8.0rg/MCAS/MCAS_Spring2018 Schedule TobinSchool.pdf

¥ Monday, April 9thGrade 3-4 MCAS ELA Session 1

¥ Tuesday, April 10thGrade 3-4 MCAS ELA Session 2

¥ Wednesday, April 11thGrade 5-8 MCAS ELA Session 1
¥ Thursday, April 12thGrade 5-8 MCAS ELA Session 2

¥ Friday, April 13th, MCAS Makeups Grade 3-8

2. MCAS Rosters previously provided for homeroom educators and MCAS Proctors for ELA, Math, SEience.
Rosters also included in MCAS testing bins.

3. MCAS Materials Sign -out/ Sign -in Protocol:

¥MCAS Proctors for CBT and PBT assessments will sign-out MCAS materials from the main office between
8:30-9:15am

¥ MCASProctors will count MCAS materials to match quantity referenced on the MCAS Test Materials Internal
Tracking Form

¥ MCASProctors will secure all testing materials in accordance with MCAS Security protocols shared during
training

¥MCAS Proctors for CBT and PBT assessment will sign-in MCAS materials to the main office AFTER all
students are finished testing for the day by 4:10pm

4. MCAS Schedule Logistics, Spring 2018:

¥ At 9:45am, SWD proctors will transition students directly from homeroom classes to

designated MCAS testing spaces referenced in the Proctor testing lists. All SWD proctors must transition SWD
students from homeroom by 10:00am.

¥ Students arriving between 10:00am through 10:30am will receive a pass from Ms. Maginnis at and transition
directly to designated MCAS testing spaces referenced in Proctor Testing rosters provided

during MCAS training sessions. Note, Ms. Maginnis will ensure proper attendance updates on ASPEN SIS.

¥ As shared duringMCAS Test Administration trainings, we will provide lunch delivery (as necessary) for all
testing classrooms and small groups. Lunch delivery will occur approximately 5 minutes prior to regularly
scheduled lunch. Students will not have recess on MCAS days if students are testing at designated recess
times.

5. MCAS Testing Climate in K -8 Classrooms and Common spaces
¥ ALL hallways, common spaces and stairwells must be silent tosustain the focus of our scholars during

MCAS test administration AND learning across classrooms

¥ Students must be escorted by an adult to and from lunch/recess and specialty classes
¥ Transitions must be supervised, managed, safe and quiet

¥ Student must have a pass at all times to and from any classroom or spaces

As always, we will sustain our support for one another and elevate our students to showcase their best effort
and thinking during MCAS test administration. Contact a member of the leadership team with questions,
solutions and ideas.
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¥Boys Basketball Season and Semifinal Game Spring 2018

Our Tobin Boys Basketball demonstrated skill, grace, teamwork and tenacity during the semifinal basketball
game played on Thursday, April 5" at the Shelburne Community Center. Though the students offered a valiant
effort, for the 2™ season in a row, our Tobin Boys team lost in the semifinals of the BPS Middle School City
Championships to the McCormick School in Dorchester by a score of 56-52 in overtime. We are proud of our
team and the excitement each member brought to our school and community. THANK YOU STUDNETS AND
COACH D!

¥Tobin Track Team Practice and Schedule , Spring 2018 :
Coach Rosa scheduled Tobin Track Team practice on Monday and Wednesday from 8am-9am in the cafeteria
and on the field. Coach Rosa will share the Track meet schedule as soon as details are finalized.

¥Term 3 Gradin g Window for 6 -8 (Middle School:

The Term 3 grading window for students in grades 6-8 is open from April 5th to April 25, 2018. (1) As
previously announced, all educators will post a grade, conduct mark, effort mark and comment codes for ALL
courses in the student schedule listed on ASPEN. (2) PLEASE NOTE, the NC list will be emailed to you on
Friday, April 13, 2018; signifying the last day of Term

Reminder: After entering or editing term grades in the scores tab, educators must click Post Grades to write
the grades to the report cards. Grades will be saved as you enter them but they will not appear on the report
cards until you click Post Grades.

¥Student vs. Staff Basketball Game atthe BYCF, Friday April 13 ™:

The Student vs. Staff Basketball Game is scheduled on Friday, April 13" at the Tobin Community Center. The
event will start at 2pm and conclude by 4pm. The purpose of this event is to break up the MCAS Testing
window B providing a fun community event that allows friendly competition between students, AmeriCorps
Members, and School Staff. We have arranged for Police to be present and provide additional supervision and
support. BPS Street Workers will also be present at the event and support a smooth and safe event.

Staff Supervision B The following educators, AmeriCorps members and leadership staff will be present at the
Community Center for the duration of the event:

¥ Young Leaders: Ms. Abbate-Vaughn, Ms. Darchuk, Ms. Verdu
¥ Sunshine Academy:Ms. Miranda, Ms. Sikder, Ms. Scott, Ms. Gichuru
¥ Ubuntu Academy:Ms. Cennamo, Ms. DesForges, Ms. Almeida

¥ City Year: Corps members and CY Leadership

¥Tobin Leadership Team: Mr. Toledando, John Holly, Courtney Kinney
Responsibilities (Tobin Educators):

¥ Transitionstudents in a safe, orderly, healthy manner from Tobin K-8 to BCYF

¥Walk students to sit at designated bleacher (see signage)

¥Supervise students during entire game acknowledging safe, cooperative behaviors
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¥Transition students in a safe, orderly, healthy manner from BCYF to Tobin K-8

Staff Participatio n B The following educators, AmeriCorps members and leadership team members
are scheduled to play :

Toledano

Holly

Coach D
Gaffny

Gordon

Lioz

Patrick
Zimmermann
Rosa

Nikou

Richards
Murray

Ini (City Year)
Alex (City Year)
Sara (Clty Year)

¥ Tobin K-8 | MCAS Spring 2018 Support and Planning Page:

The MCAS page http://www.tobink8.org/mcas.html is designed for Tobin/BPS educators to utilize information
from DESE to support forward planning for Spring 2018 MCAS assessments. The MCAS page features a drop
down menu for Test administrator training and a set of planning tools for ELA, Math and Science. DESE
Blueprints for the MCAS assessments reference the number of MCAS test sessions, question type descriptors,
points per question/category and other helpful information within each menu.

We support the ongoing use of MCAS ELA Graphic organizers, Bilingual Word-to-Word Dictionaries, Math
Reference Sheets, Math and Science Equation Editor Guides and Symbol keys AND the sustained use of
MCAS Student tutorials and MCAS Practice tests for Spring 2018. LetOs continue!

1. Go to Tobin/MCAS Support Page http://tobink8.org/mcas.html to access the Tobin Training Modules 1-7,
and the ELA, Math and Science drop down resources menus for planning and student preparation for Spring
2018

2. Access MCAS Student Tutorial and Practice Tests Updated for Spring 2018
http://mcas.pearsonsupport.com/student

3. Access Paper-based Practice Tests for additional practice (PBT b Grade 3/6)
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/testadmin/practice/pbt.html

¥ MCAS Spring 2018 Schedule for Grades 3 -8 Computer and Paper -Based Testing:

We have outlined the MCAS schedule below for ELA, Math and S€ience. Each assessment has 2 sessions.
Please note, in accordance with state and district guidelines, students in Grade 3 and 6 will participate in
Paper-based testing (PBT). Students in Grade 4, 5, 7 and 8 will participate in Computer-based testing (CBT).

¥ MCAS Computer -Based Testing Grades for Spring 2018 (DESE):

In accordance with the Massachusetts transition to computer-based testing, students in grades 4, 5, 7, and 8
will be expected to take computer-based MCAS tests in spring 2018 in ELA, Mathematics, and STE for grades
5 and 8. We have outlined the DESE Policy Guidelines for Spring 2018 below for reference:
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¥ MCAS Computerbased Testing for Elementary and Middle Schools in Spring 2018
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24594

¥ Transition Plan for NextGeneration MCAS Tests, Spring 2018
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=2456

¥Sunshine = 28 in new cart + 17 in a cart = 45 total
¥Peace = 30 in new cart + 15 in a second cart = 45 total
¥Ubuntu = 27 in new cart + 17 = 44 total

¥ Young Leaders = 23 laptops in original cart

ELA standards assessed in 2018:
The spring 2018 MCAS ELA tests for grades 3 -8 are based on the 2017 ELA Curriculum Frameworks .

Math standards assessed in 2018:
The spring 2018 MCAS Math tests for grades 3 -8 are based on the 2017 Math Curriculum Frameworks .

Science standards assessed in 2018:
The spring 2018 Science MCAS test for grade 5. and grade 8 . are based on "overlapping" standards from the
2001/06 and 2016 STE curriculum frameworks.

¥MCAS Equation Editor for Mathematics and Science, Spring 2018:

In preparation for Spring 2018 MCAS assessments we recommend educators in grade 3-8 share the tips for
using the Math equation editor with a review of the symbols for students. As a result, students will be equipped
to use the Equation Editor (EE) tool embedded in CBT Mathematics and STE MCAS Tests to illustrate thinking
and approach to math items. To access the guides and keys go to: http://tobink8.org/mcas.html and click the
Math or Science drop down menus.

Equation Editor Guide for Grades 3-5
http://mcas.pearsonsupport.com/resources/student/EquationEditorGuideforGrades3-5.pdf

Equation Editor Symbols for Grades 3-5
http://mcas.pearsonsupport.com/resources/student/EquationEditorSymbolsKeyforGrades3-5.pdf

Equation Editor Guide for Grades 6-8
http://mcas.pearsonsupport.com/resources/student/EquationEditorGuideforGrades6-8.pdf

Equation Editor Symbols for Grades 6-8
http://mcas.pearsonsupport.com/resources/student/EquationEditorSymbolsKeyforGrades6-8.pdf

¥ MCAS Graphic Organizers, Checklists, a nd Supplemental Reference Sheets, Spring 2018:

To access the Spring 2018 approved graphic organizers, checklists, and supplemental reference sheets go to
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/accessibility/organizers/ The approved graphic organizers, checklists, and
supplemental reference sheets listed in the table below (see inset) are for use by students with disabilities in
grades 3B8 who have this MCAS accommodation (A9 from the Accessibility and Accommodations Manual for
the Spring 2018 MCAS Grades 3B8 Tests) listed in their IEPs or 504 plans.

Tobin School leadership and the DESE encourages schools to familiarize students with these tools, since
students should be comfortable using their graphic organizer or reference sheet during MCAS testing.
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@ MCAS Grades 3 and 4: Short Response lE MCAS Grade 3 @ MCAS Grade 5,

IE MCAS Grades 3-5: Essay \E MCAS Grade 4 \E MCAS Grade 8

@ MCAS Grades 3-5: Narrative \E MCAS Grade 5 IE Approval Cover Sheet for STE
(W] MCAS Grades 6-8: Essay (W] MCAS Grade 6

IE MCAS Grades 6-8: Narrative \E MCAS Grade 7

(W] MCAS Grade 8

¥Spring 2018 ELA MCAS Test Designs (ELA):

The DESE/BPS released the Spring 2018 ELA MCAS Test designs for Grade 3-8 to support instructional
planning and preparation for students. Click on the link below to access:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bwn5Gk-vXP98NmM4wOFBvQIpUMDQ/view

The ELA MCAS Test Designs documents reference Standards alignment, number of sessions, question types
e.g. *(MC, MS, TE, SR/CR, NT/BE), total points per question type, grade levels and other information related to
the ELA MCAS assessment.

*Multiple Choice, Multiple Select, Technology Enhanced, Short Response (or Constructed response) and
Narrative and Text-Based Essays. Please review p.2-3 of the Test design for specific information regarding
common questions, Reporting Category percentages by grade, matrix, SR and Essay expectations with
reference to Student tutorial and practiced tests.

Reminder, The Tobin/MCAS support page http://tobink8.org/mcas.html is designed for Tobin/BPS educators to
utilize information from DESE to support forward planning for Spring 2018 MCAS assessments. The MCAS
page features a drop down menu for Test administrator training and a set of planning tools for ELA, Math and

. As referenced above, the DESE Design for the MCAS assessments reference the number of MCAS
test sessions, question type descriptors, points per question/category and other helpful information within each
menu.

¥Spring 2018 MATH MCAS Test Designs (MATH):

The DESE/BPS released the Spring 2018 Math MCAS Test designs for Grade 3-8 to support instructional
planning and preparation for students. Click on the link below to access:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wnfdsh8DRAuUl16kmelxD747srkR6wTXvC/view

The Math MCAS Test design for Spring 2018 documents reference Standards assessed, number of sessions,
calculator use, question types e.g. *(MC, MS, TE, SA/FIB, CR), total points per question type, grade levels and
other information related to the Math MCAS assessment.

*Multiple Choice, Multiple Select, Technology Enhanced, Short Answer (or Fill in the blank) and Narrative and
Constructed Resposne. Please review p.2-3 of the Test design for specific information regarding common
guestions, Reporting Category percentages by grade and matrix question overview.

Reminder, The Tobin/MCAS support page http://tobink8.org/mcas.html is designed for Tobin/BPS educators to
utilize information from DESE to support forward planning for Spring 2018 MCAS assessments. The MCAS
page features a drop down menu for Test administrator training and a set of planning tools for ELA, Math and

. As referenced above, the DESE Design for the MCAS assessments reference the number of MCAS
test sessions, question type descriptors, points per question/category and other helpful information within each
menu.

¥Spring 2018 SCIENCE MCAS Test Designs (SCIENCE):
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The DESE/BPS released the Spring 2018 SEience MCAS Test design
blueprint for Grade 5 and 8 to support instructional planning and
preparation for students. Click on the link below to

access: http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/tdd/sci.html?section=testdesign

The 2018 STE MCAS test for grade 5 & grade 8 will be based on
"overlapping" standards from the 2001/06 & 2016 STE curriculum
frameworks.

¥ Grade5 - https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bwn5Gk-
vXP98eUJYalRpSIYxVFk/view

¥ Grade 8- https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bwn5Gk-
vXP98dTdtMk1SOVILRjA/view

The Science MCAS Test design blueprint for Spring 2018 documents
reference the number of multiple choice and open response items for
common and matrix form questions as well as point totals. In addition, the
test design blueprint illustrates the reporting category, distribution and total
points by grade level.

PD/Workshops:

* New ESE Resource: Free
Online Courses on Inclusive
Practice:

The Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE)
continues to sponsor two free
online courses, Foundations for
Inclusive Practice: Educator and
Foundations for Inclusive Practice:
Administrator, to help educators
and school leaders be more
effective in inclusive settings.
Educators can register at the
Guidebook for Inclusive Practice
website. These courses are self-
paced and are one way to earn the
15 professional development
points in "effective schooling for
students with disabilities and
instruction of students with diverse
learning styles" that are required to
renew a professional license.
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